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next before in position. In (a) you is compared with him: in
(b) / (not you) is compared with he. The correct usage is there-
fore important, and the tendency illustrated in the following
examples to make than and as prepositions should be resisted—
though no ambiguity can actually result here.
When such as her die.—swift.
But there, I think, Lindore would be more eloquent than me.—
S. FERRIER.
It must further be noticed that both as and than are con-
junctions of the sort that can either, like and, &c., merely join
coordinates, or, like when, &c., attach a subordinate clause to
what it depends on. This double power sometimes affects case.
It is to him and such men as he that we owe the change.—huxley.
This example is defensible, as being here a subordinating con-
junction, and as he being equivalent to as he is. But it is dis-
tinctly felt to need defence, which as him would not; as would be
a coordinating conjunction, and simply join the pronoun him
to the noun men. So, with than:
Such as have bound me, as well as others much better than me, by an
inviolable attachment to him from that time forward.—burke.
On the other hand, we could not say indifferently, I am as
good as he, and / am as good as him; the latter would imply that
as was a preposition, which it is not. And it is not always possible
to choose between the coordinating and the subordinating use.
In the next example only the coordinating will do, no verb being
capable of standing after he; but the author has not observed
this.
I beheld a man in the dress of a postillion, whom I instantly recog-
nized as he to whom I had rendered assistance.—borrow.
A difficult question, however, arises with relatives after than.
In the next two examples whom is as manifestly wrong as who
is manifestly intolerable:
Dr. Dillon, than whom no Englishman has a profounder acquaintance
with . . .—Times.
It was a pleasure to hear Canon Liddon, than whom, in his day, there
was no finer preacher.

